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SOLEMN HIGH MASS 
Setting: Merbecke 

INTRODUCTORY RITES  
RITE OF SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER 

The priest sprinkles himself, his ministers and the people with holy water to remind us of our Baptism in 

which we were joined to the dying and rising of Christ, our sins were washed away, and we became part 

of his priestly people. 

 

Antiphon: Thou shalt purge me, O Lord, with hyssop, and I shall be clean: thou shalt wash me, and I shall be 

whiter than snow.  Ps.51. Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great goodness.  Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen.  The Antiphon is repeated. 

 

Priest:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

People:  And grant us thy salvation. 

Priest:  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

People:  And let my cry come unto thee. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with thy Spirit. 

 

HYMNS AT LOW MASS -  7.30am 
 

ENTRANCE: 490 The King of Love  

OFFERTORY:  510 We sing the praise of Him  

COMMUNION: 304 Bread of Heaven 

RECESSIONAL: 502 Through all the 
changing  



Priest:  Let us pray. Graciously hear us, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God: and vouchsafe to 

send thy Holy Angel from heaven; to guard, cherish, protect, visit, and defend all who dwell in this holy 

place. Through Christ our Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
 

HYMN    
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 
O my soul praise him, for he is thy health and salvation; 
All ye who hear, 
Now to his altar draw near, 
Join in profound adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord, let us offer our gifts at his altar; 
Let not our sins and transgressions now cause us to falter; 
Christ the High Priest 
Bids us all join in his feast, 
Victims with him on the altar. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper our work and defend us; 
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend us: 
Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do, 
He who with love will befriend us. 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen 
Sound from his people again, 
Now as we worship before him. 
 

THE INTROIT OF THE MASS 
The choir sings:  When I called upon the Lord, he regarded my petition; yea, from the battle that was against 
me: and he hath brought them down, even he that is of old, and endureth for ever: O cast thy burden upon 
the Lord, and he shall nourish thee.  Ps. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and hide not thyself from my petition; take 
heed unto me and hear me.  Glory be. (from Psalm 55) 
 

KYRIE ELEISON  All sing: 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  All sing: 
Priest:  Glory be to God on high 
All:  and in earth peace, good will towards men.  We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we 
glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty.  O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesu Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.  Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.  For thou only art holy; thou 
only art the Lord;  thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



COLLECT 
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with thy Spirit. 
 

Priest: Let us pray.  Lord of all power and might, who art the author and giver of all good things: graft in our 
hearts the love of thy name, increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness, and of thy great mercy 
keep us in the same.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
People:  Amen. 
 

The people SIT 
 

 

THE FIRST READING     Amos 7:12-15 

  Amaziah, the priest of Bethel,  "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and 
prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 
kingdom."  Then Amos answered Amazi'ah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but I am a herdsman, 
and a dresser of sycamore trees and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, 

`Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'" 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM   85 

R.    Shew us thy mercy, O Lord * and grant us thy salvation. 

 
8  I will hearken what the Lord God will say concerning me * for he shall speak peace unto his people, and to 
his saints, that they turn not again. 9  For his salvation is nigh them that fear him * that glory may dwell in our 
land. R: 

10  Mercy and truth are met together * righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 11  Truth shall 
flourish out of the earth * and righteousness hath looked down from heaven. R: 

12  Yea, the Lord shall shew loving-kindness * and our land shall give her increase. 13  Righteousness shall 
go before him * and he shall direct his going in the way. R: 

. 

THE SECOND READING  Ephesians 1:3-14 
      Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and blameless before him. He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved.  
 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace which he lavished upon us. For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fulness of time, to 
unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  
 In him, according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his 
will, we who first hoped in Christ have been destined and appointed to live for the praise of his glory.  
 In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed 
in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory.  
  

   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
ACCLAMATION   The choir sings: 
Keep me, O Lord, as the apple of thine eye; hide me under the shadow of thy wings. Let my sentence come 
forth from thy presence: and let thine eyes look upon the thing that is equal.  Alleluia, alleluia. Thou, O God, 
art praised in Zion: and unto the shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem.  Alleluia. (Psalm 17:8,1; Psalm 
65:1) 

 
 
 
 



 
THE HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 6:7-13 

Deacon: The Lord be with you. 
People:   And with thy spirit. 
Deacon: The continuation of the Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
People:   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

Jesus called to him the twelve, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the 
unclean spirits.  He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no 
money in their belts;  but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics.  
 And he said to them, "Where you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. And if any 
place will not receive you and they refuse to hear you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your 
feet for a testimony against them."  
 So they went out and preached that men should repent.  And they cast out many demons, and 
anointed with oil many that were sick and healed them.  
 
   

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All:   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH  
Priest:   I believe in one God 
All:    the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.  And 
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God; begotten, not made; Being of one substance with 
the Father; By whom all things were made:  Who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven, (All KNEEL)  and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man:  
(All STAND)  And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  He suffered and was buried:  And 
the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures:  And ascended into heaven, And sitteth on 
the right hand of the Father:  And he shall come again with glory, to judge both the quick and the 
dead;  Whose kingdom shall have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of 
Life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;  Who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshipped and glorified; Who spake by the prophets:  And I believe one Catholic and Apostolic 
Church:  I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins:  And I look for the Resurrection of the 
dead:  And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

SERMON  The  people SIT 

 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
The choir sings:  Unto thee O Lord, lift I up my soul; O my God; in thee have I trusted. Let me not be 
confounded; Neither let mine enemies triumph over me; for all they that look for thee shall not be ashamed. 
(Psalm 25:1-3) 
 

HYMN  
Hail to the Lord’s anointed! 
Great David’s greater Son; 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free; 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 
 

He comes with succour speedy 
To those who suffer wrong; 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Were precious in his sight. 
 

He shall come down like showers 
Upon the fruitful earth, 
And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
Spring in his path to birth: 
Before him on the mountains 

Shall peace the herald go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
From hill to valley flow. 
 

Arabia’s desert-ranger 
To him shall bow the knee; 
The Ethiopian stranger 
His glory come to see; 
With offerings of devotion 
Ships from the isles shall meet, 
To pour the wealth of ocean 
In tribute at his feet. 
 

Kings shall fall down before him, 
And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore him, 
His praise all people sing; 
To him shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 
 

O’er every foe victorious, 
He on his throne shall rest, 



From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all-blest: 
The tide of time shall never 

His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand for ever; 
That name to us is Love. 

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER 
Priest:   Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours  
  may be acceptable to God the Father Almighty. 
People:  The Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands,  
  to the praise and glory of his name,  
  and to our benefit and that of all his holy Church. 
 

The people KNEEL 
 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Priest: We offer unto thee, O Lord, the sacrifice that brings salvation, humbly beseeching thee: that by the 
intercession of Blessed Mary and all thy Saints, we may be surely stablished in thy peace, and serve thee in 
holiness and righteousness all our days. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee in 
the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.   
All: Amen. 

 
PREPARATION OF THE COMMUNICANTS 
The people are asked to make this Confession of their sins. Then: 
All:  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men:  We 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we, from time to time, most 
grievously have committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty, provoking most 
justly thy wrath and indignation against us.  We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these 
our misdoings; The remembrance of them is grievous unto us;  The burden of them is intolerable.  
Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee 
in newness of life,  To the honour and glory of thy name;  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The priest pronounces the Absolution. 
 
All join in this prayer: 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in thy manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
thy Table.  But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy;  Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his Blood, that our 
sinful bodies may be made clean by his Body, and our souls washed through his most Precious 
Blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Priest:   The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
 
Priest:    Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
Priest:  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People:  It is meet and right so to do. 
 
The priest continues with the Preface : 
  . . . we laud and magnify thy glorious name;  
  evermore praising thee, and saying: 
 
All sing:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts,  
  Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.   
  Glory be to thee, O Lord, Most High.  
  Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.    
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

During the Eucharistic Prayer the bread and wine become our Lord's Body and Blood;  we are then 
offered to the Father in union with the perfect sacrifice of Jesus. 

  
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Priest:   Let us pray.  
  As our Saviour Christ hath commanded and taught us, we are bold to say:   Our Father 
All:    who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done,  on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread,  And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation;  But deliver us from evil:  For thine 
is the kingdom,  The power,  and the glory,  For ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Priest:    . . . throughout all ages, world without end. 
All:  Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
Priest:   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And with thy spirit. 
 

AGNUS DEI    
v. O Lamb of God,  
R. that takest away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.  
v. O Lamb of God,  
R. that takest away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.  
v. O Lamb of God,  
R. that takest away the sins of the world: grant us thy peace. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Priest:   Behold the Lamb of God;   
  behold him that taketh away the sins of the world. 
All:    Lord, I am not worthy  
  that thou shouldst come under my roof,  
  but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
 

 The choir sings the Communion Antiphon: The sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her 
young: even thy altars. O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be alway praising thee. 
(Psalm 84:3-4) 
 
Holy Communion is now given. 
 

The choir sings: Lord for thy tender mercies’ sake : Farrant 
 
All sing this Communion Hymn: 
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green, he leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 
 

My soul he doth restore again; 
And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 
Ev’n for his own name’s sake. 
 

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 
Yet will I fear none ill: 
For thou art with me; and thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 
 

My table thou hast furnished 
In presence of my foes; 
My head thou dost with oil anoint, 
And my cup overflows. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me: 
And in God’s house for evermore 
My dwelling-place shall be. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Priest:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
 

Priest:   Let us pray.  We have been fulfilled with thy gifts, O Lord: grant, we beseech thee; that we may be 
cleansed by their efficacy, and defended by their soccour. Through Jesus Christ our Lord who liveth and 
reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.   
All:  Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
Priest:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And with thy spirit. 

 
Deacon:   Depart in peace. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
The  priest imparts the blessing 
 

 



HYMN 
A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
Our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing: 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, 
and, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing: 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabbaoth, His Name, 
from age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. 
 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us: 
the Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure, 
one little word shall fell him. 
 

That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him Who with us sideth: 
Let good and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still, 
his kingdom is forever. 
 

 
The Angelus is said after the announcements  

(see sheets on the book stand).  


